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IT TAKES A VILLAGE! We can't wait to show you the new Learning Center. It is AMAZING!  We are 
preparing for the exciting changes coming and we'll need A LOT of help with the move in February!

Racket and dust, clanging beams and delicate wires, straining muscles and brilliant minds 
combined to build, bit by bit, piece by piece, the finest, safest, newest, school for Jewish 
education in the state of Colorado... See page 2

Our Staff is diligently preparing for the grand move into our fabulous new Learning Center in 
February. Just weeks away, the move will involve a lot of moving parts and people... See page 6

Lifelong Jewish Learning -- Spring Semester Lineup! See page 9

We are excited to announce two additions to our program offerings for the upcoming school 
year: Toddler Program (18 months) and Sinai Academy (kindergarten experience)... See page 11

SHABBAT SHIRAH at Sinai! January 30/31. A special joyous musical celebration! See page 16



Putting it Together
Look how far it has come! Just a few months 

ago we watched bulldozers and heavy machinery 
dig the foundation of what would become our 
new Learning Center, the future home of our 
Religious School, Preschool and Library. Racket 
and dust, clanging beams and delicate wires, 
straining muscles and brilliant minds combined to 
build, bit by bit, piece by piece, the finest, safest, 
newest, school for Jewish education in the state 
of Colorado. It hasn’t been easy; it never is. It’s not 
quite completed, but that’s only a matter of time. 
But the wonder and joyous anticipation is already 
building, growing, and expanding with every 
moment, bit by bit, piece by piece. 

Indulge me to recall for you Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical masterpiece Sunday in the 
Park with George, inspired by the extraordinary 
art of Georges Seurat. My favorite song from that 
fabulous musical is Putting it Together. The lyrics 
are below (with just a few, and quite obvious, 
alterations!): 

Bit by bit,
Putting it together...
Piece by piece-
Only way to make our new Sinai School!
Every moment makes a contribution,
Every little detail plays a part.
Having just a vision’s no solution,
Everything depends on execution:
 
Putting it together-
That’s what counts!
Ounce by ounce,
Putting it together...
Small amounts,
Adding up to build our new Chapel.
First of all you need a good foundation,
Otherwise it’s risky from the start.
Takes a little cocktail conversation,
But without the proper preparation,
Having just a vision’s no solution,
Everything depends on execution.
The art of making the future of our Temple
Is putting it together
Bit by bit...
 Having toured the new school during 

construction, I have seen firsthand the secure and 
welcoming entrance hall, the spacious classrooms, 
the convenient and private restrooms in each 
preschool classroom, the awesome new library, the 
large multi-purpose room, and the state-of-the-art 
playgrounds for our children. Everything has been 
planned and is being built, bit by bit, with love and 
dedication. And everything is being made possible, 

bit by bit, piece by piece, with the generous 
contributions of our Sinai families. In a few short 
weeks, each of you will be able to tour this new 
school and see what you have helped to build! 

Shortly after the new school is open, we’ll raze 
the old school and begin to build, bit by bit, piece 
by piece, the newest, most inspiringly beautiful 
chapel in the country! Of course, it is not too late 
for you to add your vitally needed contributions. 
Whether you are making a new pledge or making 
early contributions to pay off your existing pledge, 
know that you are playing an important and 
blessed part in building the future of Judaism and 
Temple Sinai. Well over half of our members have 
made a contribution and/or pledge. Since this is all 
of our home, it only stands to reason that all of us 
should participate! Whether your gift is large or 
modest, know that everything you do helps, bit by 
bit!

Art lovers know that Georges Seurat was an 
innovator and master of the painting technique 
known as pointillism. His paintings display glorious 
scenes that, upon closer inspection, are not actual 
drawings, but intense dots of color. The picture 
only becomes evident from a distance. The points 
of paint represent an individual splash of brilliance. 
So, too, each one of you is capable of adding 
your unique and individual splash of holiness to 
the future of Temple Sinai and the lives of our 
children and children’s children. Were one of 
Seurat’s paintings to be lacking a single colorful 
dot, it would fall short of qualities that make it a 
masterpiece. Now is the time for each one of us 
to make sure that our mark is made on our new 
school, library, and chapel. For the rest of our lives 
we will be able to proudly point to Temple Sinai 
and tell our children and grandchildren, friends 
and neighbors that, “Bit by bit, piece by piece, we 
helped to build this wonderful Jewish home!”
B’vrakhah,

Rabbi Rick Rheins
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Richard Rheins 
Senior Rabbi

From Rabbi Rheins

Men Talking Torah with Rabbi Rheins
Next Session is

Wednesday, January 14, 6:00 p.m.
Darcy’s Pub in the DTC

S. Ulster St. between Union and Belleview
No RSVP Needed!

Bible, Beers & 
Brotherhood
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Ritual Column

Kol Kolot UNBOUND!
Friday, January 9 at 6:00 p.m.

 Join us for Temple Sinai’s once-a-month, 
early Kabbalat Shabbat service. This warm and 
intimate service offers many ways of connecting 
to Shabbat, to God, and to community. We 
welcome Shabbat and unwind from the week 
with a combination of joyous singing, meditative 
readings and traditional worship. Everyone is 
encouraged to participate by raising their voices 
in song and prayer.

Friday, January 30 at 5:30 p.m. 

Tot Shabbat is a fun, engaging, half-hour 
service for families with children up to age five. 
We sing songs and prayers, listen to a story told 
by the Rabbi and share some juice and challah 
in the cozy warmth of our chapel. Everyone is 
welcome to bring a picnic dinner to eat after the 
service. Come celebrate Shabbat with us!

Healing Service:  
Thursday, January 22 at 11:00 a.m.
For our Healing Service, we gather together 

in the sacred space of the Zwerin Sanctuary for 
prayers, meditations, and the warm embrace 
of friends to renew our sense of hope, strength 
and healing. Led by Rabbis Rheins and Gorban 
and Cantor Nesis, the Healing Service is for 
all those who are struggling with illness, 
sadness and grief. This sweet hour of prayer, 
meditations and sharing is also a blessed 
restorer of hope for all who are caregivers and 
others who seek inspiration as they pray for 
the welfare of loved ones.

All are welcome.

Hebrew Phrase of the Month: 
Al tikri banaiyikh, ela bonaiyikh 

“Do not read, ‘your children,’ 
rather [read] ‘your builders!’”
The prophet Isaiah wrote “v’khol 

banaiyikh limudei Adonai, v’rav sh’lom 
banaiyikh, And all your children shall be 
students of Adonai, and great shall be the 
peace of your children” (Isaiah 54:13). The 
Talmudic sages played on the similar Hebrew 
spellings of “your children” (banaiyikh) and 
“your builders” (bonaiyikh) to teach us an 
important lesson. Namely, that as long as 
the coming generations are builders of our 
Jewish heritage and faith, they will inherit 
the blessings of Adonai’s covenant and 
experience the shalom, the wholeness, peace 
and connection to all those who came before 
them and who will come after them.

Lunch & Learn!
Thursdays, Noon to 1:00 p.m. 

January 8, 15, 22, 29 
We will not have class on January 1

COME TO LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE, 
AND MEET FRIENDS

We’ll review ethical & moral issues
in selected Jewish texts

Discuss hot current topics. Debate the 
important issues of the day. Bring your 

Lunch! We will serve the Text and Topics!
 Newcomers quickly and easily fit right in!

B’nei Mitzvah 2015, 2016 & 2017
Dates Selection Request Forms 

NOW AVAILABLE
 It is never too late to have our children 

experience the life-affirming joy and pride of 
accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah. Each year, around 50 students 
become Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Temple Sinai. 
Our clergy work personally with each student 
and his/her family to help create a memorable 
celebration that will bring a lifetime of blessings. 

If you have a child who will turn 13 (or older) 
in 2015, 2016, or 2017 and you do not yet have 
a reserved date for a service, please call Cantor 
Sheila Nesis at our Temple Sinai office.  We’ll 
answer all your questions and help you find a 
date that works for your family. 

Date selection forms also are available in the 
Temple Sinai office and can be mailed directly to 
you. 

Mark Your
Calendars for

Friday, 
Feb. 6th- 

Sermon by 
Rabbi Zwerin!
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SHABBAT MORNINGS AT TEMPLE SINAI ARE A HAPPENING!

    •  Meditation Program on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month from 
        8:00-8:45 a.m.
    •  Early Service in the Chapel from 9:00-10:20 a.m.
    •  Torah Study in the Chapel from 10:30-11:30 a.m.
    •  Bar/Bat Mitzvah Services begin at 10:30 a.m.

COME JOIN THE EXCITEMENT!

You Too Can Read Torah and Lead Services!
Every Shabbat morning from 9:00 to 10:20 a.m., our Temple Sinai Chapel is filled 

with song and prayer. This unique worship experience is led by men and women of all 
ages who join together to create a worship experience defined by inclusion, warmth, 
and friendship.  While the Rabbis and Cantor often pitch in to help guide the service or 
read Torah, for the most part Temple Sinai members are the service leaders. Scores of 
members have read or chanted Torah portions at this service. Others lend their voices to 
lead us in song and prayer. Special anniversaries and occasions are celebrated with aliyot 
to the Torah and meaningful blessings. 

Come meet new friends, worship, learn and participate in this spiritually uplifting 
Shabbat morning service! All are welcome.

If you would like to prepare to read from the Torah or lead a service, contact Rabbi 
Rheins, Rabbi Gorban or Cantor Nesis at the Temple office (303-759-1827) or Allan 
Markman (303-770-4014). 
 
Torah Study and Discussion with Rabbi Zwerin & Rabbi Kaye

After the early Shabbat morning worship, Rabbi Zwerin and Rabbi Kaye lead a fun 
and intellectually engaging Torah discussion. Each week, the Rabbis focus on a verse, or 
maybe just a single word, and lead a wide-ranging discussion that will inspire, delight 
and enrich all. The weekly sessions begin at 10:30 a.m.

PaRDeS Meditation
A group meditation is offered the first and third Saturday of each month from 

8:00 to 8:45 a.m. A number of Temple members take turns leading the meditation. 
The timing is designed so that the meditation ends in time for attendees to go to the 
Shabbat Morning Minyan at 9:00 a.m. Any Temple member is welcome to come to any 
of the meditation sessions. No prior meditation experience is necessary.

Friday, January 2
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 3
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., B/M A. Wolf
Friday, January 9
6:00 p.m., Kol Kolot
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Family 

Service
Saturday, January 10
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., B/M S. Tucker

Friday, January 16
7:00 p.m., SinaiSounds Erev Shabbat 

Service
Saturday, January 17
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
Friday, January 23
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 24
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
Friday, January 30
5:30 p.m., Tot Shabbat
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Shirah 

Service w/TMG

Saturday, January 31
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
Friday, February 6
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service 

Sermon by Rabbi Zwerin

Worship Services



focused on the blessings that filled his life. After 130 
years, Jacob finally started living. 

Many of us are like Jacob during those first 130 
years—focused on goals and activities that don’t 
fulfill us or bring meaning to our lives. Some of us 
work hard to make the money we need to provide 
for all of our wants and needs, but barely have the 
time to enjoy what we have or the people around 
us. Some of us spend our time running from one 
place to another, trying to cram everything in, but 
the stress of a packed schedule makes it difficult to 
be present in the moment. We are so busy with so 
many things that we multitask even the time that 
we have carved out to relax, enjoy our blessings, 
and be present. We go through life without really 
living.

Each of us has different ideas of what we need to 
do in order to truly live. It’s not easy to fill our lives 
with meaning, but the sooner we start, the more 
fulfilling our lives can be. Most of us do not have 
130 years to figure out how to live, but let us make 
our lives so full of life that the only question people 
can ask is, “How did they live?”
L’shalom,

Rabbi Keren Gorban

How Did They Live?
The other day I was with a friend watching a 

movie, and I noticed that one of the secondary 
characters was played by an actor who has since 
died. My friend hadn’t heard about the actor’s 
death, so she asked me what happened. I responded, 
of course, but the exchange has stayed with me. 
Why is it that, when we hear of someone’s death, 
the first question we ask is, “What happened?” or 
“How did s/he die?” especially if the person was 
young? It seems to me that we’re asking the wrong 
question. Instead of wondering about the way a life 
ended, we should wonder how the life was lived. 

This year, the first parashah in January is 
Vayechi. It begins with the words “Vayechi 
Yaakov— Jacob lived.” While the parashah describes 
the last months of Jacob’s life, various Rabbinic 
commentaries note that “vayechi”  suggests that 
Jacob did more than pass the time until it ran out—
he lived.

What does it mean that Jacob lived? It means 
that, for the last seventeen years of his life, Jacob 
stopped seeking to acquire and sought, instead, 
to bring holiness into others’ lives. It means that 
Jacob stopped running away from the sins of his 
past and began acting the way he wanted to be 
remembered. It means that Jacob stopped dwelling 
on the tragedies he had suffered and looking over 
his shoulder for the next shoe to drop and, instead, 
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Keren Gorban
Assistant Rabbi

From Rabbi Gorban

Coming January 25th Sisterhood will present our 1st Annual Mah Jongg Tournament at Temple 
Sinai from noon to 3:00 p.m. In addition to the 3-hour Tournament we will once again be offering our 
beginner’s “Learn to Play Mah Jongg Class.” The Tournament is open to players, both men and women, 
of all levels of experience and ages. It will be an afternoon of great play, great company, good fun and 
wonderful refreshments. Look for more details and cost in the near future.  For more information or 
to RSVP, please contact Sisterhood at sisterhood@sinaidenver.org.

Mark your calendars for a Special Sisterhood Shabbat.  Join us as we honor Temple Sinai Sisterhood 
at a special Shabbat Evening Service on February 13th.  

We are Temple Sinai Sisterhood.

January Sisterhood Events

From Temple Sinai Sisterhood
On behalf of the entire Sisterhood Board and Temple members, we would like to take this 

opportunity to say a very special thank you to Jane Kranich for her many years of service in the Temple 
Sinai Gift Shop.  The Gift Shop is an important service that Temple Sinai Sisterhood provides to our 
congregants and our community, and Jane has been an integral part of the Gift Shop’s operations. Her 
knowledge of the items in the store made a wonderful buying experience for our many shoppers.  We, 
along with the many families who worked with Jane on their important life cycle, events are grateful 
for all her efforts and help in choosing the perfect gift, tallis or kippah, and creating the beautiful 
invitations that are such important parts of the events and their memories.  We would like to wish Jane 
the best of luck and happiness in all her future endeavors.     



The new secular year has arrived and with it 
new opportunities for all of us at Temple Sinai. 
The months of my presidency have flown by, 
and I have completed a year and a half of a 
two-year term. It is time for the Board of Trustees 
to select a President Elect who will take office 
upon consent of the congregation at the Annual 
Meeting in June. The Leadership Development 
Committee of the Board of Trustees will meet this 
month to select our new President Elect. Once 
approved by the Board, the President Elect will 
work very closely with me so that on July 1, 2015 
there will be a seamless transition. 

A transition in our clergy team is also 
underway. As you all know, the position of 
Assistant Rabbi at Temple Sinai is one of a specific 
duration. It is hard to believe Rabbi Keren Gorban 
will have spent three years with our congregation 
on June 30th.  When Rabbi Keren launched her 
rabbinical career at Temple Sinai in July 2012, it 
was just the first step. Rabbi Keren has begun 
her next step on the rabbinical career ladder and 
is finding new opportunities for her continued 
growth and seasoning. Although it will be very 
sad to say farewell to Rabbi Keren come June, we 
are very thankful for all she has given and taught 
us during her stay.

We have begun the search process for an 
Assistant Rabbi through the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the Reform movement’s 
organization for rabbinical placement. In the 
coming months, we will be talking and meeting 

with prospective candidates. We will bring the 
finalists to Denver to meet our congregants 
and get your feedback before we make a final 
selection.

Our Staff is diligently preparing for the grand 
move into our fabulous new Learning Center in 
February. Just weeks away, the move will involve 
a lot of moving parts and people. It is a daunting 
task, and we are asking for your help. Please keep 
an eye out for information on the move and lend 
a hand. We will need you to accomplish a smooth 
and efficient transition to our new building. To 
offer your assistance, please contact Debbie Kohn 
at Debbie@sinaidenver.org. 

Another anonymous grant from an extremely 
generous congregant has made it possible to 
furnish the building with new, high-quality 
furnishings, equipment and the newest 
educational technology. We give a huge thank 
you from all our members to this anonymous 
donor. Generations of congregants will benefit 
from your gift.

I close with sending you all wishes for a 
healthy and satisfying new year.  May your 
resolutions be easily accomplished, and may you 
and your loved ones find the strength to tackle 
this year’s challenges and the wisdom to enjoy its 
blessings.

Fondly,
Susan Epstein
Susan Epstein
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Susan Epstein
President

From The President

We have a tremendous opportunity to influence 
and impact what happens in Israel and all one 
needs to do is simply VOTE!  The elections for 
the World Zionist Congress are once again upon 
us, and we need every single member to be loud 
and to be counted. 

The purpose of the World Zionist Congress is to 
discuss the burning questions facing the Jewish 
world and to vote on how to deal with these 
issues.  The math is simple: Electing a large 

ARZA/Reform Movement delegation to the next World Zionist Congress (WZC) will strengthen Reform 
Judaism’s call for the values and ideals we cherish – like equality, egalitarianism and peace – and will 
grant the Reform movement greater influence to shape what it means to be Jewish in the Jewish State. 
 
For more information and to pledge to vote go to www.reformjews4israel.org. 
  

  

Heidi & Todd Ablowitz
 Hannah (8) Ben (5)
Michalla & Marc Ricchiute
 Eva (2) Lea (2)

Welcome to Our New Members!
Paul Allen & Rebecca Boxer
 Zoe (11) Sam (8)
Debbie & Mark Blair
 Kayla (12) Jacob (9)



Without a doubt, one of the greats is 
Sheryl Gurrentz. She is an expert in non-profit 
organizations, management, fundraising, finance 
and strategic planning, just to name a few.  
Sheryl’s sleeves are always rolled up and she is 
generous beyond words.

What Sheryl has done for Temple Sinai 
collectively has never been done before. Her 
dedication and commitment know no bounds 
when it comes to ensuring the longevity of what 
we all hold so dear…Temple Sinai.

Sheryl not only lit a fire, but ignited a firestorm 
on three of the most important projects in our 
synagogue’s history. She was an integral part of 
Sinai Circle (Temple Sinai’s endowment program), 

chaired and coordinated the Torah Project, and 
chaired the capital campaign for Building Our 
Future. We would never have realized the same 
success without Sheryl. She worked through each 
of these projects from every angle: she went 
through every task, and she never eased up until 
every option and every opportunity had been 
recognized and explored.  

In addition, Sheryl has been an extraordinary 
trustee on our Board for many years and has 
served as the Treasurer and Vice-President. 
She has served during some very difficult times 
and, during a time when it was necessary to 
make some of the most important and difficult 
decisions in the history of our congregation, she 
shared her vast expertise and helped to guide 
and support our staff and Board. At the core of 
everything that she does, Temple Sinai is what 
she cares most about, and she will do what is in 
the best interest of our Temple every single time. 
It is rarely an easy or quick task that Sheryl takes 
on and her commitment is unwavering.  

Sheryl is most deserving of our praise and 
deep gratitude. Her hard work, tireless effort and 
unwavering commitment to our Temple have 
made a tremendous impact and will be recognized 
and experienced for generations to come.

One singular sensation
Every little step she takes...
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From Amy Becker

Amy Becker 
Executive Director

Visit our  
website at  

www. 
sinaidenver.org. 

You will be 
amazed at all  
of the helpful,  

up-to-date 
information.

We were to be one of the first cohorts invited to participate in round one of this initiative.  If we agreed 
to participate, we would receive tools and consultative services valued at $92,000.  It was an offer, a gift, 
that we would never refuse.  This extraordinary project is being led by Rose Community Foundation and 
involves a comprehensive partnership with the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) Community of Service, 
JCC Association, and United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ). This is the first time these national 
organizations would be working so closely together.

In June, we began to work and in August we organized the Temple Sinai “Build Team” comprised of 
staff members, board members, parents and teachers, facilitated by Cathy Rolland, Union for Reform 
Judaism Faculty, Early Childhood Education and Family Engagement AND Julie Wassom, Project Director 
and Marketing Specialist from the Wassom Group. Both Cathy and Julie are EXPERTS in the field of Early 
Childhood Education, and they are delightful, insightful and captivating to work with each and every week.

The goals of the BUILDing Jewish ECE initiative are:
•  To help Denver synagogues (and JCCs) and their early childhood centers grow the number of families 

with young Jewish children they serve and become increasingly relationship-driven institutions. 

Several months ago, Temple Sinai was approached by representatives from Rose 
Community Foundation and invited to a meeting to hear about plans for a new and 
exciting initiative entitled “BUILDing Jewish ECE.”  We had no idea what would be 
in store for us, but knew that many years have been spent working on supporting 
the efforts of our community’s Jewish Preschools through the hard work of the 
Colorado Jewish Early Childhood Education Initiative Steering Committee.  What 
we were presented with was mind-blowing; groundbreaking early engagement 
program was being designed in our community and would be the first of its kind in 
the nation.  

Continued on page 11

It is always difficult to 
put into words or express 
how truly grateful we are 
to all of you who volunteer 
tirelessly for our beloved 
synagogue. If it weren’t for 
our volunteers, we would 
not be here. We thrive 
because of the dedication 
of many extraordinary 
people. 



Kitchen Table Cooking Class
Thursday, January 15 

6:00-9:00 p.m.
 The Kitchen Table Cooking School has been 

so generous to donate two classes this year. 
The price is $30.00 for Temple Sinai Members 
and $35.00 for Non-Members, which includes a 
cooking lesson and a meal to bring home.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, January 8 to Lisa 
Thorner at 303-759-1927 or lisa@sinaidenver.org.

There are only 20 spots, so space is limited and 
will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

Because there is such a high demand for this 
class, there is another one scheduled for Sunday, 
February 8. Details coming soon.
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SAVE THE DATE
Temple Sinai Annual Event

Saturday, April 25, 2015
Marriott Denver Tech Center

Honorees: 
Matt and Marie Gordon
Gary and Lin Sunshine

For more information, please contact 
Lisa Thorner at 303.759.1827 or 

lisa@sinaidenver.org. Tickets, sponsorship 
information and tribute opportunities 

coming soon! Cost: $150 per person
A special thank you to the 

following volunteers:
 Jessica Adler Tracy Lawson
 Rebecca Baldwin Nancy Levy
 Sherri Diamond Cindy Mogolov
 Stephanie Geller Debbie Nochlin
 Lisa Humphries Lisa Thompson
 Sherri Kononov Wendy Vean
 Bobbi Kramer

Lisa Thorner, Staff
Vicki Goldman, Co-Chair

Andrea Tenenbaum, Co-Chair

In the Congregation

For additional 
programming 
information or 

to RSVP, contact 
Lisa Thorner at 
303-759-1827 or 

lisa@ 
sinaidenver.org

Lisa Thorner 
Director of 

Programming 
and Volunteer 
Development

New Baby Welcome 
Service and Brunch

Sunday, February 22 at 10:45 a.m.
Temple Sinai parents who have welcomed 

a baby into the world from January 2014 – 
December 2014 are invited to a New Baby 
Welcome Service and Brunch. During the 
service, the babies will be presented a special 
keepsake gift.

If you are expecting or have a new 
arrival, please let us know!  Kindly RSVP 
to Lisa Thorner, lisa@sinaidenver.org or 
303-759-1827.

New Member Havdalah 
Service and Dinner

Saturday, January 24
5:00 p.m. – Service  •  5:45 p.m. – Dinner
If you become a new member of Temple 

Sinai during 2014, we want to make sure that 
you know about the wonderful programs that 
Temple Sinai offers.

One important event for all new members 
is our annual New Member Dinner at Temple.  
We will have a short and sweet program with 
havdalah to conclude shabbat and begin our 
dinner celebration. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to bring your families. During the 
dinner, there will be supervised activities for 
children of all ages.

Dinner is free of charge to new members 
and will give you an opportunity to meet 
members of the Board of Trustees, Temple 
staff and other members of Temple Sinai – 
both old and new.  Please watch for your 
invitation to this fun-filled evening.

To RSVP or for additional information, 
contact Lisa Thorner, Program Director at 
303-759-1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.org.

California Pizza Kitchen
Tuesday, January 20

Join us from 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. at 
California Pizza Kitchen located at 8343 South 
Park Meadows Center Drive in Lone Tree.  For 
each dine-in or carry-out purchase, CPK will 
donate 20% of the total sales back to Temple 
Sinai.  Contact Lisa Thorner at lisa@sinaidenver.
org to get your flyer.



Volunteers of the Year

Mark Your Calendars - for another exciting 
semester of Lifelong Jewish Learning. 

We’ve got the latest buzz on everything from 
Iran to Israel. 
January 28 
Red Lines and Deadlines: The Continuing Threat 
of a Nuclear Iran
Craig Gardenswartz, AIPAC 

Gardenswartz is the leading voice of the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) 
in Colorado, Nebraska and New Mexico. A Denver 
native, he has worked as a Special Assistant in 
the Office of Public Liaison at the White House 
during President Clinton’s term and also was 
part of the senior staff at the U.S. Department of 
Labor, returning to Denver in 2004 to launch a 
private investment and advisory venture. AIPAC 
is involved in more than 100 legislative and policy 
initiatives involving Middle East policy or aimed 
at broadening and deepening the U.S.-Israel bond. 
February 4
Blood Libel and Poisoned Wells: Blaming Jews for 
Misery in the Middle Ages
Kim Klimek Ph.D., Assistant Professor at 
Metopolitan State University of Denver 

Klimek teaches classes in Western and World 
civilizations, Medieval European and Medieval 
English history and on the history of European 
women. Her research interests include the 
intersections of gender and intellectual history 
with a particular focus on women and their 
impact on historical writing. She is also a member 
of the Medieval Association of the Pacific and 
the Rocky Mountain Medieval and Renaissance 
Association.  
February 18
Indiana Jones Meets the Da Vinci Code in an Old 
Egyptian Synagogue: The Amazing Story of the 
Cairo Genizah
Rabbi Mark Glickman, Interim Rabbi at Har 
HaShem in Boulder

The Cairo Genizah is an attic above a 
synagogue in Cairo, Egypt, where more than 
300,000 ancient and medieval manuscripts 
including long-lost books of the Bible, early copies 
of some of the Dead Sea Scrolls, schoolbooks, 
the oldest known piece of Jewish sheet music, 
medical prescriptions and court records were 

In the Congregation

Spring Semester
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

recovered in 1896.  Rabbi Glickman was one of the 
first outside visitors to the Genizah chamber, and 
this multimedia presentation captures that visit 
and features some of Genizah’s most fascinating 
manuscripts. 
March 11 – Mark your calendar. Program TBD
April 22
In Evening of Film: The Eleventh Day – Survivors 
of Munich 1972

Thanks to the generosity of Marilyn and Ed 
Pepper, our final event - An Evening of Film - will 
be an annual event. Join us at Tiffany Plaza for a 
special screening of The Eleventh Day – Survivors 
of Munich 1972, shown at the 2014 Jewish Film 
Festivals in Los Angeles and San Diego. The film 
documents the seven Israeli athletes who survived 
the terror and killings in the Olympic Village as 
they gather for the first time 40 years later. 

Shalom, Bookies!
Here are the dates and book selections for the 

next few months. All are welcome! We start at 
11:00 a.m.

January 28 - Far From Zion by Charles London 
February 25 - No Better Time: The Brief, 

Remarkable Life of Danny Lewin, the Genius Who 
Transformed the Internet  by Molly Knight Raskin

March 25 - Same Day by Shemi Zarhin

Mazal Tov…
to Ellen & Marty Seldin on the wedding of their 

daugther Phyli to Dave Forsberg.
to Neil & Sandy Culbertson on their daughter 

Rebecca’s engagement to Jim Fogg.
to Naomi & Dick Wisott on the wedding of 

their daughter Michelle Halpern to Anthony 
Viorst.

to Adam Nelson & Laura Potok on the birth and 
naming of their daughter Fiona Rose Nelson.

to Josh Samet & Paula Mermelstein on their 
wedding. (Josh is the son of Diane & Barry Samet.)

to Jonathan & Amanda Alpert on the birth 
and naming of their daughter Ever Reign Alpert. 
(Grandparents are Ted & Marsha Alpert and 
Ginny & Howard Robinson.)

to Arin Simon for being selected to be a panel 
member at a Jewish Federation of St. Louis Board 
Meeting. Arin is the daughter of Cheryl Simon and 
Jerry Simon and the granddaughter of Grace Bach.

Samantha Sloane, daughter of Dan and Sharon 
Sloane and granddaughter of Hyla Sloane, was one 
of eight Colgate students chosen to meet and talk 
with Shimon Peres during a recent visit.



Religious School News

Our Youth

Michelle Schwartz 
Principal
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In January, the Religious School will be kicking 
off a tzedakah campaign.  Our Kindergarten 
classes have been hard at work designing and 
decorating a box for each classroom to fill with 
their contributions each time the students come 
to our school.  I have chosen to start this project 
in January so that all of the classes can have 
the opportunity to learn the true meaning of 
tzedakah,  and to make a connection between 
their donations and those of others who have 
come before us. In the photograph below, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. is pictured with clergy from 
all religious backgrounds and is standing arm in 
arm with Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, one of 
the leading Jewish theologians and philosophers of 
the 20th century.   

These men believed in tzedak in its root form.  
The Hebrew for tzedakah comes from the root 
tzedek which translates to English as “justice.”  
Justice is a concept that everybody knows, 
but one that is very difficult to define.  It is an 
abstraction, bringing to mind concepts such as 
fairness, equality, righteousness, and humanity. 
We strive as Jews and as citizens of the world to 
be just, to be fair, to be righteous and to revel in 
our humanity.  It is what we do, and our fierce 
belief in these concepts forms the backbone of our 
collective conscience and our moral compass.  

Why would we use the word justice to define 
our monetary contributions?  In what ways does 
the concept of justice reverberate in our schools 
and our lives to add extra meaning to our giving?

As part of these lessons in our classes, we will 
be posing and answering those questions with our 
students.  Just as the civil rights leaders of the past 
fought for fairness and equality, we too strive to 
bring those ideals to our world.  One of the ways 
we can do this is by giving money to those who 
need it, making a small but important contribution 

to tipping the scales back toward fairness and 
equality.  This is one of the ways in which we 
conceptualize justice.  I hope that each week 
as your students enter class, they will have an 
awareness of what is just and bring something to 
put in their class collection box.  In May, the classes 
will be challenged to allocate their collection in the 
way they see fit.  They will have the chance to look 
at many different non-profits and send their class 
tzedakah to the organization they feel needs it the 
most, as they have a chance to bring a little more 
justice to our community. 

Michelle Schwartz
Michelle Schwartz

What does Tzedakah really stand for?

B’nei Mitzvah

Asher Wolf
January 3

Asher is the son of Dawn Wolf-
Spector & Mark Spector and 
Jeffrey Castardi and the brother 
of Mia (17) and Zoe (14).  He 
attends Prairie Middle School.  
His interests include theater, 
singing, reading, writing, 
volunteering and laughing every 
day!  For his Mitzvah Project, 
he volunteered at the Denver 
Dumb Friends League as a Jr. 
Mentor and at the National 
Dog Mill Rescue in Peyton, CO.  

Asher’s goal is to help put an end to puppy mills by educating people, 
and help animals in shelters get adopted.  He also collected money 
and supplies that the Dog Mill Rescue needs to run their shelter.

Samuel Tucker
January 10

Samuel is the son of Jeff and 
Elena Tucker and the brother 
of Riva (16).  Samuel attends 
Rocky Mountain School of 
Expeditionary Learning.  His 
interests include playing guitar 
and performing, basketball, 
soccer and exploring Colorado 
– camping, hiking and biking in 
the mountains.  For his Mitzvah 
Project, he raised funds and 
awareness for the non-profit 
Mental Health Center of Denver.  

This summer and fall he busked downtown playing acoustic guitar 
and singing with his father. They both wore their Mental Health 
Center of Denver “Wellness Warrior” t-shirts, raised money and 
shared information about MHCD. He also participated as part of 
MHCD’s AIDS Walk team and Dragon Boat team.  In the coming year, 
he will continue to participate in activities that educate and support 
MHCD’s important mission.



Preschool News

Shannon 
Morgione 
Preschool 
Director

Our Youth

2015/2016 Registration is upon us and, with 
the opening of our new school building, the 
excitement is electrifying and the possibilities 
endless! 

We are excited to announce a few additions 
to our program offerings for the upcoming 
school year: Toddler Program (18 months) and 
Sinai Academy (kindergarten experience). These 
two additions will help us meet the needs of our 
community. Please contact the Preschool office 
to learn more about these programs and/or to 
schedule a visit with our staff. 

From the moment ground was broken to begin 
Building Our Future, one word has consistently 
floated to the top for me, and that word is 
change. This move will be a big change; a change 
for staff, the congregation, the parents, and most 
of all, for our children. Change is often met with 
a certain amount of sadness and uncertainty. 
However, change also brings about anticipation 
and excitement. The latter two are more easily 
identified and are usually quite welcome. It’s 
the other side of the coin that many parents 
and caregivers struggle to help with. Whether 
it’s a small change like a haircut or a bigger 
change like going to a new school or making 
new friends, change can be difficult and each 
child takes change a bit differently. One of the 
most important skills parents can help their child 
develop is the ability to deal with change. This can 
be done by understanding your child’s needs and 
by offering encouragement and support during 
the transitional period.

During times of change your child may exhibit:

Early Bird 
Hours! 

 To help our 
working 

families, we 
open at

7:00 a.m.

•  clinginess
•  moody or irritable behavior
•  anger
•  sadness
•  anxiety
•  fear
•  less sociable than usual
Younger children may regress or take a step 

backward in behavior. However, these behaviors 
generally disappear as your child adjusts to 
the change. You can help by being aware and 
recognizing that these reactions are normal. Talk 
with your child about what he or she is feeling and 
be a good listener, making sure you understand 
what they are communicating. Offer extra love, 
encouragement and support during these times. 
Here are some additional suggestions to help your 
child through the transitional period:

•  Help your child mark the change
•  Maintain family routines
•  Try to keep other changes in your child’s 
    life to a minimum during times of transition
•  If your child has had difficulty previously, 
    they may need extra support during change
•  Talk with your child’s teachers or caregivers
     about the change
•  Make sure your child eats a well-balanced 
    diet and gets plenty of rest and exercise
•  Handle change positively in your own life
Remember, change moves us forward and 

allows us to grow and learn.

Shannon Morgione

 •  Provide a two-year capacity-building process to enhance recruitment, enrollment, retention, customer service, branding, 
marketing and Jewish family engagement and relationship building.  Synagogues will receive significant consultant time, on-site 
coaching, mentoring, training, integrated marketing tools, grant funds and more. 

This initiative in Denver will be used as a learning lab for the rest of the Jewish world, teaching the field how to build and 
maintain relationship-driven institutions with the highest caliber customer-retention systems.  It is the goal of this Jewish ECE 
program to develop best practices in Jewish early engagement of families with young Jewish children throughout the synagogue. 

 We are delighted to find more ways to engage young families as members and we see Preschool as the beginning of the “Jewish 
Journey.”  From Preschool comes Religious School, Youth Programming and many, many opportunities for the whole family.  This 
initiative will guide and help us to grow as a synagogue because we will have more families choosing our Preschool.  Through the 
experts that we will work with during this process, we will have access to the most recent research about engaging young families 
with Jewish children.  Thus, we are working toward the continued strength and vitality of our sacred Temple and the greater Jewish 
community. 

 We are blessed to be included in this initiative, to be given resources and to work with these extraordinary experts and 
professionals.  We will put our efforts into making sure we take advantage of every opportunity that is available to learn and 
we will be the very best at representing Temple Sinai to the rest of our community.  We extend our thanks and high regard to 
Rose Community Foundation and the partnering agencies of the Colorado Jewish Early Childhood Education Initiative Steering 
Committee for making this possible for Temple Sinai.

BUILDing Jewish ECE continued from page 7
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Carly Coons 
Director of Youth 

Engagement

Parent Volunteers
Want to get 

involved in our 
Youth Group 
community? 

Want to help out 
with programs or 
behind-the-scenes 

work? Contact 
Carly Coons at 

carly@sinaidenver.
org or  

303-759-1827.

Our Youth

Youth Programs

Check out Bree’s insight 
into Youth Group 

and why she loves it…
Bree Rittenberg, 3rd grade
Rauch member

Hi, my name is Bree! I’ve 
been doing fun things with 
Youth Group since I was in 
Kindergarten.  I love Youth 
Group because I get to hang 
out with old friends and make 
new ones.  It’s cool when the 
teenagers lead our groups, 
and I love all the subjects 
and different programs.  We 
always get to make neat 
things and help the universe. 
Come join us, it’s awesome!

Emails & More Information
Send Carly an email with your child’s name and 

grade and you will be added to the email list to get 
Youth Group updates.  Check out our Facebook 

page for updates… 
www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms

A CLOSER LOOK!

  

 
TSYG (9 th-12 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
Lounge Night 
Wednesday, January 28 
Lounge Nights are back... on their 
new night: WEDNESDAYS! Take a 
break from homework, grab a bite 
and hang out with your friends. 
Upcoming Dates: 2/25, 3/18, 4/22 
 
College Day (11 th & 12 th Graders)  
Friday, January 30 
Curious about what Jewish life on campus looks 
like? Want a chance to see college life in action? 
Trying to decide what colleges to apply to? This is 
the perfect day for you! We will be going up to CU 
Boulder to spend a day in the life of a college 
student! We will be sitting in on Jewish Studies 
classes, having lunch in the C4C, meeting up with 
different Jewish organizations on campus and 
having Shabbat dinner at Hillel! Contact Carly for 
more information! 
 
“Pizza in the Lounge”  
Monday, January 12 
6th-12th graders, come hang out, eat 
dinner, catch up with friends and 
play in the Youth Lounge from 5:30-
6:15 pm. The cost is only $5! Buy a 
Pizza Punch Card online and get one 
night for FREE! 
Spring Semester Dates: 1/12, 2/9, 
3/2, 4/13 

JYG (6 th-8 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs 
“Pot Luck”:  The Pottery 
Painting Place 
Sunday, January 25 
Get your creative juices flowing and 
join us for an awesome afternoon of 
lunch and pottery at “Pot Luck”: The 
Pottery Painting Place! You won’t 
want to miss this. 
 

Ruach (3 rd-5 th Grade)  
Upcoming Programs: 
Summer in January 
Sunday, January 25 
It may be winter outside, but we 
will be pretending it’s summer in 
youth group this month. Join 
Ruach for summer indoors! 
 
Meretz (K-2nd Grade)  

Upcoming Programs: 
Summer in January 
Sunday, January 25 
It may be winter outside, but 
we will be pretending it's 
summer in youth group this 
month. Join Meretz for 
summer indoors! 
  

 
A CLOSER LOOK! 

Check out Bree’s insight into youth group and why she loves it…. 
 

Bree Rittenberg ,  3 rd grade 
Ruach member 
 
Hi, my name is Bree! I’ve been doing fun things with youth group since I was in Kindergarten.  I love youth 
group because I get to hang out with old friends and make new ones.  It’s cool when the teenagers lead our 
groups and I love all the subjects and different programs.  We always get to make neat things and help the 
universe. Come join us, it’s awesome! 
 

Emails & More Informatin 
Send Carly an email with your child’s name and grade and you will be added to the email list to get Youth 

Group updates. ALSO! Check out our Facebook page for updates… 
www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms  

Some of our TSYGers at our 26th annual Bowl-
A-Thon, bowling to raise money 

for Camp Rainbow!

Our TSYGers love volunteering with our 
Meretz & Ruach kids every month! 

L’dor vador in its truest sense!



Building Maintenance Fund
In Memory of:
Louise Landie William & Sandra Shefrin

Building Our Future Fund
In Honor of
Building Our Future Doug & Fern Erickson
Rabbi Raymond Zwerin Rosalie Martin
Joe Epstein’s 70th Birthday Allan & Suzan Markman
Joe Epstein’s 70th Birthday Lin & Gary Sunshine
Joe Epstein’s 70th Birthday Dick & Gayle Glucksman
Cantor Nesis and Temple Sinai Clergy Gerald & Natalie Lassow
Jerry & Natalie Lassow’s 
    50th Anniversary Grace Bach
Birth of Mirabelle Sarah Levine Grace Bach
Birth of great niece Alexis Krueger Neil & Sandy Culbertson
Jerry & Natalie Lassow Alan & Linda Weinstein
Terri Orlovsky completing her 
    Masters in Education Jerry, Jill & Bryan Orlovsky
Building Our Future The Aaron or Peggy Selber   

     Foundation, Inc.
Building Our Future Sam & Dorothy Howard
Building Our Future Charles Shom
Building Our Future Phillip Caplan & Zoe Schneider
Building Our Future Nancy Crawford
Building Our Future Stan & Paula Ullman
Building Our Future Jason & Niki Gewirtz
In Memory of
Sidney Carr Gerald & Natalie Lassow
June Rose, Linda Hafft, Harold “Hap” 
    Poll & Claire Poll Marilyn Jordan
John & Mary Von Risseghem Art & Mary Bleecher
Sally Dworkin Art & Mary Bleecher
Phyllis & Herman Beal Larry Beal & Dorothy Oster
Irv Schwartz, Robert Rheins & 
   Dr. Michael Gladson Gerald & Natalie Lassow
Ethel Segal Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Sam & Sylvia Gelfand and 
   Sheldon Zilbert Erwin & Adele Gelfand
Danny Cramer Erwin & Adele Gelfand
Shirley Reissner Dr. Marc & Susan Reissner
Selma Condiotte Dr. Marc & Susan Reissner
Dave & Dorothy Shafer Byron & Evy Shafer
Bruce Emeson Bernie & Shana Katz
Selma Condiotte Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Barbara Freedberg Grace Bach
Irv Schwartz, Robert Rheins &
    Dr. Michael Gladson Grace Bach
Barry Bach Grace Bach
Selma Condiotte Marc & Sheryl Hershkowitz
Louis & Frances Deneroff Ellie Deneroff
Edith Miller & Gert Gold Dr. Robert & Marsha Gold
Morris Lustig Lorraine Solomon
Pearl Pringle Vicki Cramer
Clara Hamerling Alan, Linda, Geri & Cory Weinstein
Murray & Gloria Weinstein Alan, Linda, Geri & Cory Weinstein
Ruth Horwitz Fern Seltzer & Andy Heymsfield
Daniel Lehrner Mark Lehrner
Jill Friedman Fixler Daisy Flynn
Thinking of
Ina Cherington Fred & Lois Margolin
Bernie Katz Milt & Linda Brandwein
Diane Samet Milt & Linda Brandwein
Vicki Cramer Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
Mike Licht Bernard & Shana Katz
Ina Cherington Milt & Linda Brandwein
Ina Cherington Ed & Marilyn Pepper

Cantor Nesis Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
Jerry & Natalie Lassow’s 50th 
   Anniversary Larry & Cindy Mogolov
In Memory of
Jacob Smith Ray & Alicia Smith

Cohen Family B’nei Mitzvah Chumash Fund
In Memory of
Norman Ginsburg Loren Ginsburg

Encore Fund
In Honor of
Doris Schwartzberg’s special birthday Sid & Barbara Glassman

General Fund
In Honor of
Jerry & Natalie Lassow’s 
   50th Anniversary Lisa, Josh & Zach Thorner
In Memory of
Daniel Cramer Meyer & Judith Sussman
Bernard Shapiro Donald & Janet Frank
Herman Laff Ken & Barbara Laff
Daniel Cramer Barbara & Sherman Burry
Ken Long Peter & Donna Shaft
Peter Guthery Peter & Donna Shaft
Dorothy Weissman & Dennis Kroner Richard & Susan Frank
Harry Sovel Art & Terry Heller
Dee & Paul Isaacson and Roz & 
   Irv Pocrass Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tilliss
Jill Friedman Fixler George & Florence Steinberg
Doris Heller Jon & Betty Heller
Thank You
Temple Sinai Staff  Mark & Bobbi Kramer

Ilene Shiroff Memorial Fund
In Memory of
Maurice Drechsler Richard & Doreen Nadler

Jewish Education Fund
In Memory of
Paula Beer Ralph & Shirley Beer Powell

Joseph H. Sigman Youth Scholarship Fund
In Memory of
Michael Silverman Hal & Joyce Spritzer
Marvin Brilliant Hal & Joyce Spritzer

Julius & Helen Ring Israel Teen Scholarship Fund
In Honor of
Andy & Sadie Levine on the birth of 
   Mirabelle Sarah Levine Dr. Joe & Debbie Stasio
Susan & Paul Levine on the birth of 
   their new grandaughter Dr. Joe & Debbie Stasio
Josh Samet & Paula Mermelstein Marty & Beth Gold
Josh Samet & Paula Mermelstein Matt & Marie Gordon
Josh Samet & Paula Mermelstein’s 
   Marriage Richard & Anita Fricklas
Jerry & Natalie Lassow’s 
   50th Anniversary Bernie & Sheila Silverman
Doris Schwartzberg’s special birthday Dr. Jean Guthery
Jerry & Natalie Lassow Steve & Lisa Friedman
Birth of Mirabelle Sarah Levine Lin & Gary Sunshine
Rebecca Culbertson on her MBA 
   from DU Lin & Gary Sunshine
Wedding of Josh Samet & 
   Paula Mermelstein Dr. Jean Guthery
In Memory of
Arnold Weil Matt & Marie Gordon
Jerome Gottlieb, Rachel Ballenzweig 
   & Howard Ballenzweig Dr. Mel & Roberta Klein
Louis Sunshine Lin & Gary Sunshine
Lillian Gottlieb Lin & Gary Sunshine
Morris Ginsberg Lin & Gary Sunshine
Marion Wakefield Judge Dana & Pamela Wakefield
Sylvia & Saul Gottlieb Dr. Mel & Roberta Klein
Jill Friedman Fixler Dr. Jean Guthery
Thinking of
Daisy Flynn Matt & Marie Gordon
Diane Samet Matt & Marie Gordon
Arnold Breggin Lin & Gary Sunshine

Gifts & Contributions

We Gratefully 
Acknowledge 

Your Generous 
Contributions
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Contributions

Donations
can be made 

on our 
website: www.
SinaiDenver.org



Contributions

Thinking of
Daisy Flynn Paul & Susan Levine

Rabbi Zwerin Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Kathryn Cross Dean & Jo Smernoff

Religious School Fund
In Memory of
Bertie Libman, Ada Wolf & Altha Cohn Marilyn Jordan
Marilyn Bernstein Rebecca Bernstein & Mason   

    Berkhoff
Cantor Saul Z. Hammerman Jan & Susan Hammerman

Robin’s World Playground Fund
In Memory of
Herman Nathaniel Rosenson David & Bettie Bellamy Rosenson
Shayna Lazarus Jeremy & Debbie Lazarus

Substance Abuse Awareness & Prevention 
Fund
  Andrew & Sadie Levine

Temple’s Choice
In Memory of
Sylvia Gordon Adrienne Levy
Celia Sorkin Marc & Laurie Sorkin

We Care Social Action Fund
In Memory of
Margery Paller Mark & Patty Arlen
In Honor of
Debra Fendrich Steve & Lisa Friedman

Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower Fund
In Memory of
Adrean Pepper Marshall & Carol Tobin
Peter Guthery Dr. Jean Guthery
Ben Lesser Mort Lesser
Thinking of
Diane Samet Marshall & Carol Tobin

Max Fogel Children & Adults Library Fund
In Memory of
David Hindlemann, Lou Bernstein & 
   John F. Kennedy Debra Webster
Jack Greenstein, Harry S Truman & 
   Moses Ben Maimon Debra Webster

Mitzvah Project Fund
In Memory of
Margery Paller Mark & Patty Arlen

Music Fund
In Honor of
Cantor Nesis and SinaiSounds Dr. Jean Guthery

Preschool Underwriting Fund
In Memory of
Homer & Charlotte Wolf and Jim Jordan Marilyn Jordan
Ann Wagner Randy & Michele Brooks

Rabbi Gorban Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Sharon Allen Ray & Alicia Smith

Rabbi Rheins Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
Marriage of Jason & April Goldman Mark & Carrie Goldman
Joe Epstein’s 70th Birthday Paul & Susan Levine
Birth of Mirabelle Sarah Levine Fred & Beth Barnet
Rabbi Rick Rheins Gerald & Natalie Lassow
Wedding of Michelle Halpern & 
   Anthony Viorst Dick & Naomi Wisott
Rabbi Rick Rheins Gerald & Leona Harris
Rabbi Rick Rheins Steve & Kay Shraiberg
Rabbi Rick Rheins Anonymous
In Memory of
Ethel Segal Debora G Rosenfeld
Arnold Weil Pearle Rae & Mark Levey
Jerry Sigman Audrey (Ross) Ahrendt
Ruchille “Rookie” Farber John & Lori Spanbauer
Sarena Yekinson Jason & Dr. Sarah Grope
Sherman Dreiseszun Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Abraham Dubin Dr. Mark & Ilene Dell’Acqua
Irv Schwartz, Robert Rheins &
   Dr. Michael Gladson Ed & Marilyn Pepper
Marilyn Nadel Peter & Sally Nadel
Jeanne Cohan Mark & Carrie Goldman
Dena Stoole The Sloane Family

In Memoriam
Marjorie Paller, Mother of Patty (Mark) Arlen
Terry Evans, Aunt of Connie (Jeff) Silver
Sidney Carr, Friend of Larry (Cynthia) Mogolov
Ruth Horwitz, Mother of Devra Perch
Jill Friedman Fixler, Daughter of Audrey 
Friedman Marcus

Cocktails & Commentaries 
 

January 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
Discussion Topic: Shifrah & Puah 

Heroic Midwives 

Romano’s Macaroni Grill 
(7979 E. Arapahoe Road, Greenwood Village) 

Please RSVP to Rabbi Keren Gorban at  
rabbikeren@sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827. 

Women’s Happy Hour and Torah Discussion Group 

Todah Rabbah…
to Cindy Coons, Loren Ginsburg, Debbie 

Kohn, Sandy Korn, Shani & Andy Schroder 
for helping pack the Sinai Connections 
Chanukah Boxes!

to Logan’s Liquor for your continued 
and amazing generosity. We couldn’t have 
done our Young Professionals DecemberFest 
without you!

to Rich and Cindy Coons for their help 
and support with our DecemberFest! 

to Carol Singer for holding down the 
fort so the staff could enjoy our Chanukah 
celebration.



Deadline Approaching! 

 Temple Sinai Tour to Israel
March 17 - March 29, 2015

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday

1
 � NEW YEARS DAY -    

Buidling Closed

2
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat

3
 � 8:00am  PaRDeS
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 10:30am  B/M A. Wolf

4
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 10:00am  Drop-In Middot

6 7
 � 6:00pm  Religious School

8
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 6:00pm   Cocktails &   

 Commentaries

10
 � 9:00am  Shabbat  

 Morning Minyan
 � 9:30am  BMBC/CC
 � 10:30am  B/M S. Tucker
 � 12:00pm  Shevet Achim   

 (6th Grade)

12
 � 5:00pm  TMG Rehearsal
 � 5:30pm  Pizza in the   

 Lounge
 � 6:15pm  Religious School
 � 6:30pm  Executive   

 Committee   
 Meeting

13 14
 � 6:00pm  Religious School
 � 6:00pm  Bible, Beers &   

 Brotherhood

15
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 6:00pm    Kitchen Table   

 Cooking Class

16
 � Regional Winter Chavurah 

St. Louis
 � 7:00pm    SinaiSounds Erev   

 Shabbat Service 

17
 � Regional Winter Chavurah 

St. Louis
 � 8:00am  PaRDeS   

 Meditation
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study

18
 � Regional Winter 

Chavurah  St. Louis

19
 � MLK Day - Building 

Closed
 � Regional Winter 

Chavurah  St. Louis

20
 � Restaurant Day at CPK 

11:00am  to 10:00pm

21
 � 6:00pm  Religious School

22
 � 11:00am  Healing Service
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn
 � 7:00pm  Board of Trustees  

 Meeting

23
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Service

24
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:00am  Torah Study
 � 10:00am  Rosh Hodesh
 � 5:00pm  New Member   

 Havdalah and   
 Dinner

25
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Religious School 
 � 10:30am  Kindergarten  

 Parent/Student  
 Programs

 � 12:00pm  Meretz & Ruach
 � 12:00pm  Sisterhood Mah  

 Jongg  
 Tournament

 � 12:30pm  JYG
 � 2:30pm  Shireinu Dress  

 Rehearsal

26
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

31
 � 9:00am  Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am  Torah Study
 � 7:00pm  SHABBAT   

 SHIRAH - THE   
 CONCERT

27 28
 � 11:00am  Book Club
 � 6:00pm  Religious School
 � 6:00pm  TSYG Lounge   

 Night
 � 6:30pm  Lifelong Jewish   

 Learning

29
 � 12:00pm  Lunch & Learn

5
 � Preschool Closed
 � 6:15pm  Religious School

9
 � 6:00pm  Kol Kolot
 � 7:00pm  Erev Shabbat   

 Family Service

11
SINAI SUNDAYS

 � 9:00am  Religious School 
 � 9:00am  Jewish War   

 Veterans
 � 9:00am  Sisterhood Board  

 Meeting
 � 10:00am  Knitting For   

 Charity
 � 12:00pm  TSYG Board   

 Meeting
 � 12:00pm  Youth Chior   

 Rehearsal

*HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

30
 � TSYG College Day 

(11th/12th Graders)
 � 5:30pm  Tot Shabbat
 � 7:00pm  SHABBAT   

 SHIRAH - THE   
 SERVICE W/  
 TMG

January
 � Religious School
 � Programming
 � Meeting

 � Service
 � Youth
 � Holiday

Rabbis Richard and Susan Rheins received several requests for another 
Israel tour in the spring of 2015. Well, it did not take much to convince 
them to say YES so it looks like a whole new group will have an Israel 
experience with blessed memories that will last a lifetime!

• Visit Tel Aviv, Caesaria, the Golan Heights, Masada, and JERUSALEM!
• Participate in a real archaeological dig at Beit Guvrin!
• Explore the Second Temple period excavations!
• Stroll along the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River!
• Enjoy a wine tasting at the Golan Heights Winery!
• Shop at Machaneh Yehudah and the Shuk!

 Five-star Hotels, Gourmet Food and Memories to Last a Lifetime!
To register for the tour, visit: www.ayelet.com/RheinsMarch2015.aspx

Questions? Contact Rabbis Rick & Susan Rheins: rheinshome@comcast.net
THIS Year in Jerusalem!

Temple Sinai Tour To 
Eastern Europe!

Berlin, Prague, 
Warsaw & Krakow

July 6 - July 19, 2015
 To register for the tour, visit: http://

www.ayelet.com/RheinsCEJuly2015.aspx
Questions? Contact Rabbis Rick & 

Susan Rheins: rheinshome@comcast.net
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What is Shabbat Shirah? Jewish tradition calls this particular Shabbat “Shabbat Shirah 
The Shabbat of Song” in honor of the songs Moses and Miriam sang after our people’s 
transforming passage from slavery to freedom through the Sea. The Torah records, in 
Parashat Beshalach, that Miriam, sister of Moses and Aaron, led the women of Israel in song 
and dance after Moses had led the men in singing the “Shirat HaYam, The Song of the Sea.”

 How do we celebrate Shabbat Shirah? Congregations across the world celebrate Shabbat 
Shirah in a variety of ways. Sometimes with additional music, special tunes, and musicians 
during a Friday evening service; sometimes by chanting Shirat HaYam from the Torah, since 
it has a special and very beautiful trope! Other congregation celebrate by performing a 
concert on the Saturday evening or Sunday immediately following Shabbat Shirah. 

Here at Temple Sinai, we do it all! Because our home is one of Jewish growth and memory 
making in which music plays such an important role, we will celebrate Shabbat Shirah with 
two special evenings:

Friday evening at 7:00 p.m., Shabbat Shirah, The Service! We will fill the Sanctuary with 
music and song, we will chant the special section from the Torah, the Shirat HaYam, and we 
will celebrate Shabbat together!

Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m., Shabbat Shirah, The Concert! Continuing a wonderful 
tradition, Temple Sinai will offer its 4th Annual Shabbat Shirah Saturday evening program.  
All of our choirs will participate, as well as some of our own very talented musicians members 
of our community! Tickets are $20 for adults, $8 for children ages 4-17.  VIP tickets are $100. 

SHABBAT SHIRAH: 
A weekend of music, song and memory making at Temple Sinai! 

Friday, January 30, Shabbat Shirah, The Service!
Saturday, January 31, Shabbat Shirah, The Concert!

This year, we will be performing some of the 
Greatest Movie Songs of all time!


